
Cathy’s Love Life, 1997-2010:
A handy flowchart reference

Start

Sanity check:
Am I dreaming?

Wake up before the
good bits... every 

damn time.
yes

no

Did it start with
me interested in her, or
them interested in me?

methemDo they make
the first move?

yes

I fail to pick up on
the signals until a week

before we move to
different cities

no

Wait, “They?”
It’s a guy, isn’t it?

Not just any
guy, but a really

creepy one
yes

no

Does she
seem nice?

yes

They refuse to
leave me alone and

basically ruin
my night

no

Does it turn out
she’s into some really
kinky stuff that kind

of scares me?

no

yes
I think

I’ll keep my
distance...

Turns out she’s not
interested in me, I

just misread her
signals

Is she
gay?

nodon’t
know

yes

Good news: she’s gay
Bad news: I learned

this because I
met her girlfriend

... but do I have my
suspicions she

might convert?
yes

no

Dammit. Oh well,
can’t blame myself

for dreaming.

She does.

... but only because
she fell for a girl

who isn’t me.

Single?
(or otherwise available)

yes

Dammit. no

Was she responding
to my personal ad?

yes

no

Is it actually a
dude or a spambot?

yes

no

This is why
I hate

the Internet

Is her grammar
atrocious?

no

yes
Guess I have

standards
after all

Does she disappear
after her first
email/message?

no

yesDammit.

We go on
a date

How was it?

great!

okay

We keep bumping into
each other online, but

never get back
together

We stay in touch
for a week, then she
drops off the face of

the earth

Did I meet her in
real life, or find her

online?

IRL

She doesn’t
respond to my

message
on
line

Am I feeling
uncharacteristically

bold?

no

yes
We have lunch.

Get to know each
other.

Then I meet
her boyfriend

Do I actually have
the nerve to ask

her out?
yesno

Are we talking
about someone who I
met in grade school?

yes

no

We’re still friends,
but haven’t really

kept in touch a lot...

Do we start to
spend a lot of time
with each other

anyways?

no
Does she start dating
someone or move away
while I’m working up

my nerve to ask her out?

yes

no

Keep working up
my nerve... maybe

some day...

yes

Do we spontaneously
make out on the

dance floor?

no

yes

But then I
never see her

again...

No way!
Awesome!

Really!?
Holy Crap!

Does she start
kissing me one

night?
yes

no

... it’s too bad our
first and only date

didn’t go so well.

We date for a
couple months.  I
really fall for her...

Then she stabs
me in the

heart.

... and I’m still
not completely

over her.

But she’s OK with
emotionally

manipulating me.

How did I ever get
mixed up with this

total fucking sociopath?


